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YFu Volunteers come from small towns and big cities. they represent all walks 
of life, cutting across geographic, demographic, and political spheres. YFu usa 
recently caught up with a number of volunteers to ask them about their passion 
for international exchange. 

“Volunteers are God’s gift to worthy organizations…There would be no Youth For 
understanding if it wasn’t for the volunteers. What a job they do!”

              —YFu Founder and longtime executive director rachel andresen, 1959

Volunteers

Since the organization’s founding, the exemplary character of YFU has been embodied in a corps of dedicated individuals 
and families – our volunteers. YFU began as a grassroots, volunteer-based organization, and we are proud to continue that 
legacy to this day. We remain deeply committed to the spirit of volunteerism in each local community where we support 
students, families, and schools. 

As an organization, YFU offers a wide range of opportunities for individuals to volunteer and make a difference: Host Fami-
lies, area Coordinators, area representatives, trainers-of-trainers, and american overseas (ao) Volunteers. Volunteers 
make YFu possible by hosting students, conducting student and host family interviews, providing administrative support, 
giving presentations on international exchange, assisting with orientations, and reviewing scholarship applications. 

our volunteers are eager to learn more about the world around them while sharing their local ideas, customs, and  
communities with outsiders. they enjoy building bonds of friendship and truly appreciate intercultural understanding. in 
their own unique and personal way, each YFu volunteer is helping shape our collective future, one student at a time. enjoy 
reading more about YFu usa’s look back on 2010 and what drives our volunteers to continue the YFu legacy.  

Michael Finnell

president

FroM the president
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reFleCtions FroM Volunteers 

“the YFu program breeds 
tolerance, acceptance, and 
understanding. the world 
needs more of all three.”

-- Claire schnurr  Minnesota 
    YFu volunteer for 4 years

“i started volunteering with YFu by answering  
an ad in the Washington post. In my first year  
as an area rep, my student stayed with his  
relatives that were going through a separation.  
it was hard for him to say he wanted to change to 
another family as they were relatives. i stepped in  
and found him a new family. our friendship was also 
built after many long talks that year. YFu and its  
mission are important to me because the  
exchange experience for the students and  
families are vital and can be lifelong.”

                          –  dianne Bradley  Maryland  
                            YFu volunteer for 20 years
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“i started volunteering for YFu after  
being recruited by a West Coast friend  
of my neighbor. the occasional chance to  
hear and talk to previous exchange  
students and knowing my children’s  
exchange experience reinforce what i always 
believe about foreign exchange  
programs—we are one world and the more 
we get to know our global neighbors, the  
better that world will be for everyone.

                  —John elsbree  Maryland 
                 YFu volunteer for 23 years

“during the summer of 1989 our older daughter asked 
about hosting an exchange student. it was great to see 
how some of my students changed their attitudes toward 
their parents after my encouragement in their exchange 
year because they had not had much communication and 
felt very comfortable to talk to their parents. i have learned 
a great deal about other countries and the insights of 
teenagers.  also, i am happy to see many of my students 
turn into great achievers and become very accomplished 
people in their countries and the world.”

                                           —sally Wooten  Missouri 
                                         YFu volunteer for 23 years

“i started as a volunteer a year after my daughter 
returned from her exchange program in denmark. 
although i was never in the exchange program, 
moving around with my father’s military postings 
was a similar experience to an exchange student. 
it makes me more aware of the concerns of the 
students and their parents. also, i believe my 
 outreach to teens and parents contributes  
positive change and prepares the teens for a 
changing and independent world as YFu’s  
mission.”               — gail senter  California 
                          YFu volunteer for 22 years

YFu offers limited programs for students who have completed their secondary schooling or who otherwise exceed age  
requirements for YFu programs. YFu usa’s Community College program (CCp) was established in 1990, and more than 
3,000 students have participated in this program since then. in 2010, more than 116 students participated in this unique 
program to study english as a second language (esl) at community colleges across the united states. these students also 
had the opportunity to study the arts, sciences, business, or literature. enrolled for a semester, year, or two-year degree, CCp 
participants choose to either live with a volunteer host family or reside on campus at a dormitory. in the event of the latter, 
students still maintain regular contact with a mentoring american family. 

the CCp program provides participants diverse educational opportunities through academic and cultural experiences and the 
participants bring a wealth of intercultural perspectives to the colleges and their communities.

CoMMunitY College prograM
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YFu usa support system

the purpose of the YFu usa support system is to anticipate and respond to the 
needs of participants and the organization in the area of on-program support. 
this is done by developing and maintaining qualitative systems and procedures 
through consultation, education and monitoring.

Corporate sponsorship

also, YFu usa appreciates the continued support from our corporate and  
foundation partners:

• Chelsea Community hospital

• Chevron Corporation

• C. r. Bard

• deutsche post

• epson america

• Family, Career and Community leaders of america

• James Bradley peace Foundation

• Japan Business society of detroit

• Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies

• Kikkoman Corporation

• Mazda

• Mitsubishi electrics & electronics usa, inc.

• panasonic

• sony usa

• toshiba america

• toyota Motor Manufacturing 

• atlanta public schools

• aMeteK

• Kikkoman Foods Foundation

• Mitsui usa

• the olive tree Foundation

• skylink travel house

• temple-Krick Foundation 

• World affairs Council of san Francisco

support
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“try everything you can  
because its amazing to  
experience a different way 
 of life” 

– roxanne from Belgium

reFleCtions FroM CCp students

“i experienced a lot of 
things that i would never 
do in my home country.”

– gian from Switzerland

“My future plan is to finish my bachelor 
degree in america. this experience is 
definitely a fundamental step for me to 
attempt college in america. i wish to 
set up my consulting company in the 
future. this experience broadened my 
view and provided me with the skills to 
communicate with people all over the 
world.”

                    – Yueheng from China

 “in my town, oak ridge,  
there is a national laboratory.  
i made it my goal to come 
 back as a researcher”  
– nobukatsu from Japan

“My host family and i had dinner 
together and we actually talked very 
much at that time.  We played games 
together when my hosts had free time.  
they helped me with my homework 
and i helped them with household 
chores.  i sometimes travel around 
camping and to visit their family with 
them.  We had fun time together” 

                    – anh from Vietnam

 “i am planning to study international 
business administration in the  
netherlands. this year really opened  
my eyes and i do believe that the  
international aspect in our daily life is  
so important” 

          – Bert from netherlands 

“the experience has 
really shown me the quality 
of traveling and embracing 
new cultures.  in addition, 
the college program has 
made me plan to pursue 
art on a professional level”

 –Jakob from denmark
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Youth For understanding oFFiCes around the World FinanCials

argentina
australia
austria
Belgium-Flanders
Belgium-Wallonia
Brazil
Bulgaria
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Czech Republic
denmark

ecuador
estonia
Finland
France
georgia
germany
ghana
greece
hungary
india
indonesia
Japan
Kazakhstan

Korea
liberia
latvia
lithuania
Mexico
Moldova
Mongolia
netherlands
new Zealand
norway
philippines
poland
romania

russia
serbia
slovakia
south africa
sweden
Switzerland
thailand
turkey
ukraine
uruguay
usa
Venezuela
Vietnam
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Youth For Understanding USA, Inc.
Statements of Financial Position

December 31, 2010 and 2009

2010 2009

Assets

Cash 450,688$                651,212$            
Investments 10,344,080             10,017,328         
Accounts Receivable
       Program Fees Receivable from International Affiliates 33,499                    15,032                
       Grants Receivable 103,808                  53,898                
       Other Accounts Receivable 7,159                      91,366                
Prepaid Expenses and Other Assets 106,393                  98,412                
Deposits 24,062                    25,762                
Property and Equipment, Net 110,733                  101,276              

       Total Assets $11,180,422 $11,054,286

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities
   Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses 651,204$                384,654$            
   Accrued Program Expenses 2,603,835               3,014,119            
   Deferred Revenue 1,061,086               1,124,208           

          Total Liabilities 4,316,125               4,522,981           

Net Assets
   Unrestricted - Operating 6,722,967               6,336,043           
   Temporarily Restricted 141,330                  195,262              

          Total Net Assets 6,864,297               6,531,305           

               Total Liabilities and Net Assets $11,180,422 $11,054,286
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The following summary of the financial statements is incorporated in the annual audit report issued by Councilor, Buchanan and Mitchell (CBM) for the fiscal year ended Decem-
ber 31, 2010.The full financial statements and notes are available upon request from YFU USA.
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david Bachner

ViCe Chair

Michael Finnell

president & Ceo

david trads

treasurer

ulrich Zahlten

ChairMan oF the Board

patricia Watson

Board MeMBer
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