
Email Urgent Text Options

EMAIL OPTION 1

Subject: What’s your priority today?

Dear Friends,

What have you put off today? Maybe it was going to the gym or mailing that birthday card. Perhaps it was the stop at the 
grocery store or some other errand on the way home from work. There is always something to do and a list of priorities to 
set. I am writing today to ask that you move something to the top of your list now: Make a priority of changing the world one 
young ambassador at a time. Complete the YFU host family application today at yfuusa.org/host.

We understand how summer goes, getting busy with the extras like vacations, swimming, and barbecues. But the 
opportunity to host, much like the long days of summer, is limited. On behalf of the international teens waiting to hear 
where they will begin their year, we are asking you to prioritize your YFU application to host a student now. Make it a priority 
to ask your congregation, your neighbor or a work colleague if they might be interested in welcoming an exchange student. 
Share with them the student profiles listed below. Our deadline is August 31 to provide a host family and school enrollment 
for each international student. Deadlines for many merit scholarship students are even sooner.

For more than 64 years, our staff and volunteers have made it a priority to advance intercultural understanding, mutual 
respect and social responsibility through educational exchanges for youth, families and communities. Please make it your 
priority to start the host family application today. We need your commitment. We need YOU! Call 1.800.TEENAGE, option 2 
to be routed to a local field director.

With great appreciation for your consideration,
<<Staff Signature>>

Youth For Understanding USA (YFU), a nonprofit educational organization, seeks volunteers and host families to mentor 
and host high school exchange students arriving soon. Hosting is all about sharing your traditions, and your customs 
while learning about others. Imagine cooking dinner together, attending worship services, watching the game, and making 
holiday preparations with your international son or daughter. Your ordinary life is extraordinary to an exchange student. YFU 
exchange students bring spending money and have health insurance.

International programs for American students and volunteer opportunities with YFU are also available. To learn more, 
contact YFU’s local Field Director directly at 1.800.TEENAGE.

(2-3 Profiles to be pasted here)
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EMAIL OPTION 2

Subject: If I had to start again

Dear Friend,

If I had to start again, this is what I would do:  
 
I would take action to better the world. Along with families like yours, YFU has bettered the world one student and 
one family at a time for the last 64 years. Today we ask if you might change the world, again, by renewing your host family 
application. Your prior contribution of advancing intercultural understanding, mutual respect and social responsibility 
through educational exchanges for youth, families and communities by hosting a YFU student is just as important now as it 
was the last time you hosted.
 
I would tell others that they can choose their friends AND their family. Of course, the later isn’t true in 99.9% of 
situations, but know that you can be the .1%. By hosting, you can change the course of an individual’s life. Students come 
from 60+ countries with varied interests and hobbies. Choose the next member of your family today!
 
I wouldn’t be afraid to tell others about what I believe in. Arrival and semester families are still needed in your 
community. Share what you know about YFU and the hosting experience by asking your congregation, your neighbor or 
a work colleague if they might be interested in welcoming an exchange student. Student profiles are below for you to 
share with those who might make a good host family. The YFU deadline is August 31 to secure a host family and school 
enrollment for each international student. Deadlines for many merit scholarship students are even sooner. On behalf of the 
international teens waiting to hear about their new families, thank you for sharing!

Act now. Call 1.800.TEENAGE, option 2 to be routed to a local field director or start your host family application online 
today at yfuusa.org/host.

With great appreciation for your consideration,
<<Staff Signature>>

Youth For Understanding USA (YFU), a nonprofit educational organization, seeks volunteers and host families to mentor 
and host high school exchange students arriving soon. Hosting is all about sharing your traditions, and your customs 
while learning about others. Imagine cooking dinner together, attending worship services, watching the game, and making 
holiday preparations with your international son or daughter. Your ordinary life is extraordinary to an exchange student. YFU 
exchange students bring spending money and have health insurance.

International programs for American students and volunteer opportunities with YFU are also available. To learn more, 
contact YFU’s local Field Director directly at 1.800.TEENAGE.

(2-3 Profiles to be pasted here)

http://yfuusa.org/host-a-student/meet-the-students.php
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The message below may be formatted to fit you (I have a neighbor with an <<x>> year old or I have a <<x>> year old 
daughter) or left as is.  

Subject Line: The Talk

It’s Time to Have “The Talk” 
  
I have a 9 year old son. We both knew that it is time to have “the talk.” I’ve skirted around the subject and wavered about 
sharing whole story.  
  
Finally, last evening, I told him the truth. We talked about how Youth For Understanding (YFU), a nonprofit educational 
organization, was seeking host families for high school exchange students arriving in August. I showed him some students 
who weren’t yet matched with a family and still needed a home. I asked him if he was interested in sharing our version of 
American culture with a host brother from Thailand or Germany. We talked about how we could make him a part of things 
we do, like walking our dogs in the neighborhood, going out to our favorite pizza place and spending time with grandma 
and grandpa.  

He had a lot of questions and I answered them as best I could. I let him know that YFU exchange students bring 
spending money and have health insurance. If he had a host brother, they could share a room. I also let him know that 
hosting wasn’t about taking his new brother on trips, but more about spending time with him and making him a part of our 
family.  

Share the facts today. Arrival and semester families are still needed in your community. Ask your congregation, your 
neighbor or a work colleague if they might be interested in welcoming an exchange student. Student profiles are below for 
you to share.   

Act now. YFU’s deadline approaching soon to provide a host family and school enrollment for each international student.  
Deadlines for many merit scholarship students are even sooner. Call 1.800.TEENAGE, option 2 to be routed to a local field 
director or start your host family application online today at yfuusa.org/host.

With great appreciation for your consideration,
<<Staff Signature>>

Youth For Understanding USA (YFU), a nonprofit educational organization, seeks volunteers and host families to mentor 
and host high school exchange students arriving soon. Hosting is all about sharing your traditions, and your customs 
while learning about others. Imagine cooking dinner together, attending worship services, watching the game, and making 
holiday preparations with your international son or daughter. Your ordinary life is extraordinary to an exchange student. YFU 
exchange students bring spending money and have health insurance.

International programs for American students and volunteer opportunities with YFU are also available. To learn more, 
contact YFU’s local Field Director directly at 1.800.TEENAGE.

(2-3 Profiles to be pasted here)

EMAIL OPTION 3
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