Refreshing Profile Examples
Prepared by Barb Kilkka, Field Director

BEFORE:  Ida enjoys helping and working with people. She works in a nursing home 4 days per week and earns her own spending money. She enjoys dancing, swimming, and eating ice cream. Her friends say she is honest.

AFTER:  Ida is a cheerful girl who laughs a lot and enjoys showing affection within her close-knit family. She has a younger brother and an older sister at home and definitely enjoys having siblings around! She has been working in a nursing home for two years and has learned to handle difficult situations. She works a few hours on 4 days out of the week and earns her spending money helping and working with people. When she is not at school or at the nursing home, she likes to dance, swim, and eat ice cream. Skiing is her favorite thing to do in the winter. Her friends say she is honest, open-minded, and cheerful. She speaks Russian, German and English.

BEFORE:  Peng is a well-rounded young man with diverse interests such as computer programming, bicycling, playing the piano, reading and watching DVD's. He prefers to watch movies on DVD on his own time rather than going to the movies. He plans to be a film director when he is older. He would like to join a cycling club, if possible, while he is on exchange. Peng and his family spend time together going to concerts, traveling and playing tennis. His dad is the cook in the family and often Peng will help him with the cooking. He is also responsible for keeping his room clean, watering the flowers and taking turns washing the dishes.

AFTER:  Talkative, humorous and from China? That would be Peng. With diverse interests like bicycling, movies / filmmaking, automotive manufacturing, guitar playing, soccer and cooking, it's no surprise that Peng describes himself as outgoing! His teachers describe him as warm-hearted, well-liked, and smart (and good in English class!), and other students often go to him for help with homework. Not only is he helpful at school, he's helpful around at home too. Peng does his share of the chores, and has been learning how to cook from his dad. With his parents, Peng enjoys traveling, playing tennis and attending concerts.

BEFORE:  Jiayun, or Karen as she likes to be called, is an active student who likes to play badminton and swim. Her other hobbies include singing, listening to music and playing the piano. "Karen" is willing to attend her host families religious services once a week and hopes to learn as much of the culture as she possibly can. She also hopes to improve on her English as her goal one day is to become a translator.

AFTER:  Just call her Karen! Her teachers say that her host family and American classmates are sure to love this optimistic, bright and sociable girl! In her spare time, she is a casual participant at badminton or swimming or whatever friends might suggest. Her other hobbies include singing, listening to music and playing the piano. Maybe she can join your choir? Karen is willing to attend her host family's religious services once a week and hopes to learn as much of the culture as she possibly can (just as she did on a prior experience in Australia). She also hopes to improve on her English as her goal one day is to become a translator

BEFORE:  Carl, or Anton, as his family calls him, spends most of his free time participating in the Sea Boy Scouts. He is also very into mechanics and enjoys working on his moped. He is looking forward to mountain biking while in the States and hopes to spread the Finnish culture while living with his host family

AFTER:  Lively, talkative, sociable and active: that's Anton! His leadership skills and spirit of cooperation were developed through years spent participating in the Sea Boy Scouts. Maybe Carl (or Anton as his family calls him!) would enjoy getting involved in scouting here---where he could share some of the skills he has learned! He is active with friends in a variety of team and outdoor sports like camping and sailing and shows a high degree of flexibility about getting involved in them here. Maybe he will get a chance to try mountain biking in the States? But he's also the hard-working, practical kind of guy who doesn't mind helping his grandfather chop wood or helping get the house painted. He's eager and enthusiastic to spread the Finnish culture while living with his host family.

BEFORE:  Oscar is the oldest of 3 siblings and he enjoys taking care of his younger siblings. He also takes care of the family's dog. Oscar enjoys basketball and soccer and plays on his school's team. He wants to come to the US to "grow up, become independent from parents and learn better English".

AFTER:  Wanted: Close-knit family for this family-oriented Chilean boy! Oscar's most remarkable qualities are his respect, simplicity, honesty, integrity of values, sense of humor and his intelligence. As the oldest of 3 siblings, he enjoys taking care of the younger ones. He also takes care of the family's dog. Oscar enjoys basketball and soccer and plays on his school's team. He wants to come to the US to "grow up, become independent from parents and learn better English". A caring host family will help in the adjustment process! 
BEFORE:  Tae is a caring young man who is described as a leader in his school and community. He greatly enjoys being outdoors when he is not studying. His main interest is helping out his family, cooking and cleaning and helping the family business. In his spare time, his hobbies include badminton, basketball, and spending time with his father.

AFTER:  Loyal! Caring! Warm! That's Tae, who others know as a leader in his school and community. He's ready to bond already: "I'm sure my host family will be the best!" He comes from the beautiful seaside tourist area of Thailand where he loves the outdoors. Tae's father runs a touring company and Tae helps when his school commitments allow it. Tae's excellent command of English is probably a result of his lending a hand in showing tourists around! Someday, he'd like to welcome his host family there. Introducing Tae to some winter activities should be fun for your family! He would like to get involved in a school sports team while in the US. He mentions badminton. Maybe we have a strong tennis player here? Tae is very close to his family. His respect for his parents is apparent in his letter. In his spare time, his hobbies include badminton and basketball. He is an excellent student, especially in math, science and English.

BEFORE:  A responsible, warmhearted and humorous girl, Mareike loves to dance. She has practiced dance4fans (video club dancing) for 4 years and even took part in a performance during a youth fair and still trains every week. She would love to continue dancing in the US. Mareike runs 6 times a week. She had ridden and played piano before she stopped due to time lacks. As a volunteer she takes care of a youth group and helps organizing weekly girl’s gatherings. Mareike lives with her parents and takes care of her cat and dog. She is very interested in computers. Her grades are very good and she is excited to join her host family in their church activities.

AFTER:  A natural with young kids! That's Mareike, a responsible, warmhearted and humorous girl who helps organize frequent children's activities for a Christian youth group! She teaches the kids games, crafts and baking, and is also an eager babysitter! But Mareike also loves to dance. She has practiced video club dancing for 4 years and even took part in a performance during a youth fair. Mareike also runs almost every day (maybe a new member of your cross country team?). Mareike lives with her parents and takes care of her cat and dog. She sticks to a vegetarian diet and maybe she'll be able to teach you some new recipes! Her grades are very good and she is ready to join her host family in any religious activities. Maybe she'll be a sister at last?

BEFORE:  Britta enjoys playing the clarinet in her school orchestra. To stay active, she plays handball and is also a handball referee at the local club. Britta attends her church youth group on a regular basis and hopes to continue this activity while on exchange. During her free time, she can be found cooking, jogging or playing volleyball or soccer.

AFTER:  Lively and idealistic, Britta is a girl with very high values! She comes from a supportive family with five siblings. Britta enjoys playing the clarinet in her school orchestra and practices almost daily after nine years of lessons! To stay active, she plays handball and is also a handball referee at the local club. Britta attends her Catholic church youth group on a regular basis and hopes to continue this activity while on exchange. During her free time, she can be found cooking, jogging or playing volleyball or soccer. She attends church weekly with her family. Britta is tentatively scheduled to arrive on Aug 18th. She is well respected by her peers for her values, her enthusiasm and her sense of energy.

BEFORE:  Markus is a grounded young man who finds enjoyment in a great many things. He admits that he enjoys his art and PE classes more then academics. He should be thrilled by the wide variety of extra curricular clubs and elective classes most American high schools offer.

AFTER:  "I'm so excited to see who will choose me!" says this grounded young man with a great many hobbies and interests. But as an actual juggler (your neighborhood kids will be intrigued!), he's obviously able to juggle all those interests! Because he admits that he enjoys his art and PE classes more than academics, he should be thrilled by the wide variety of extra-curricular clubs and elective classes most American high schools offer. Since he knows that hard work is necessary to be successful in his future, he maintains very good grades in school. Markus and his family enjoy getting outside whenever possible and have many active interests like biking and hiking, but sometimes they just enjoy simple pursuits like playing board games together. Markus has a close relationship with his younger brother. Markus is hopeful that this year will allow him to further narrow his future career choice.

BEFORE:  Hisatsugu’s dream is to eventually become a Hollywood make up artist, brought about by watching Star Wars when in junior high. When not bowling with his father he does so with friends and would like to continue it in the U.S. He is anxious to learn more about America and to make new friends. He gets on well with his sister, five years his junior.

AFTER:  Hisatsugu is a family oriented young man who enjoys spending time with his family. Hisatsugu is close to his younger sister. They enjoy playing video games together. Hisatsugu’s dream is to eventually become a Hollywood make up artist. I imagine that Hisatsugu will enjoy being part of the "crew" of his American high schools theater productions! Hisatsugu is an avid bowler. He would like to continue to bowl in the US. Imagine his surprise when he learns that many schools have a bowling team or club! Hisatsugu spent several weeks in Oregon an a mini-exchange. He will be attending intensive language study prior to arriving at the home of his host family. Hisatsugu's language skills are already above average he will quickly become fluent!

BEFORE:  Charlotte loves animals, especially horses, dogs, and cats. Horseback riding is her favorite sports, one she hopes to continue while in the U.S. She is fond of art and enjoys being creative, especially with painting and drawing projects. Cooking and baking are other activities she enjoys. At home Charlotte helps with the housework. She has been described as "easy going, kind, and eager to see the world."

AFTER:  "I will be VERY thankful about my host family... people with huge hearts!" says Charlotte, who describes herself as a social girl with many friends who is honest and self-confident, and always jabbering with other people. Charlotte loves animals and hopes her host family does too! Horseback riding is her favorite sport, and maybe she will be able to continue it while in the U.S. She is fond of art and enjoys being creative, especially with painting and drawing projects. Cooking and baking are other activities she enjoys. At home, Charlotte helps with the housework. She has been described as "easy-going, kind, amusing, and eager to see the world." She comes from the northern tip of Norway far above the Arctic Circle.

BEFORE:  Bendix is a very active student with a wide variety of activities. He especially enjoys sports that include playing basketball, bicycling, soccer, dancing and much more. He hopes he'll be able to able to continue many of his current hobbies but if not, he plans to seek out new opportunities. While Bendix enjoys sports he also is an excellent student. He is not sure what he wants to do yet as a career but he hopes it will include opportunities to travel. Bendix is responsible for taking care of his two cats, vacuuming, emptying the dishwasher. He also helps his grandmother in the garden when he visits her. It is his grandmother that has nurtured his interest in nature and encouraged his desire to travel.

AFTER:  Bendix's contagious smile and considerate, warm-hearted nature make him a welcome member of any group! An active student in a wide variety of sports, Bendix especially enjoys playing basketball, soccer, bicycling, running, dancing and much more. He welcomes new opportunities, if these activities aren't available. While Bendix enjoys sports, he also is an excellent student in all subjects (esp. languages!) and a guitar player. He is not sure what career he wants, but he hopes it will include travel! Bendix is responsible for his two cats, vacuuming and emptying the dishwasher. He also helps his grandmother garden when he visits her. His grandmother has nurtured his interest in nature and his desire to travel. Maybe his ready smile and appreciative nature will brighten your year? 

BEFORE:  Julian is a warm hearted, considerate and responsible individual. He believes that it is very important to learn about foreign cultures and to make new friends and experiences. He is very involved in physical fitness and would like to continue in it in the US. He claims to be open-minded, helpful and in love with life.

AFTER:  This guy is "DOWN TO EARTH!" Warm-hearted, considerate, responsible and (despite the serious photo!) with a good sense of humor! Julian believes that it is very important to learn about foreign cultures and to make new friends and experiences--and he'll plunge right into that as soon as he gets here. He is very involved in physical fitness and would like to continue in it in the US. And can you believe it? He has just started PLAYING BASEBALL! He claims to be open-minded, helpful and "in love with life!"

BEFORE:  August is a well-mannered and polite boy who moved to Denmark from Russia when he was 3. He loves to learn new languages and scored a 54 on his SLEP test. As a paper boy, he earns his own spending money and has learned to be responsible. While in the U.S., August would like to play US football and go skiing. He hopes to be a journalist when he is older.

AFTER:  Already skilled at living in TWO cultures, Russian-born August is excited to add a third! A polite boy who always has a lot of friends, August moved to Denmark 12 years ago. Even though his family speaks Russian at home, he is one of the best at his school in Danish. August likes to play a lot of sports and would like to learn about new ones here: maybe football? maybe skiing? or whatever his new family might suggest! He's also an ardent sports fan and will enjoy watching games on TV or in person. He loves to learn languages and has a good English proficiency. As a paper boy, he earns his own spending money and has learned to be responsible. August enjoys chess and enjoys writing movie scripts in his spare time. He hopes to be a journalist someday. Arthur is an only child who lives with his mother and visits his father nearby very often. One special dream is to be a brother at last if there are siblings (or pets!) in his host family---however, August says he is flexible and is even willing to live in a single person placement
